AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend Claims 9 and 1 1 as follows. 
Listing Of Claims 

1. (previously presented) An air passage switching device for opening and 
closing at least one air passage, said air passage switching device comprising: 

a sliding door that slides in a sliding direction along an edge of an opening 
of the air passage, the edge of the opening being parallel to the sliding direction of the 
sliding door, the sliding door further comprising a film member that presses against the 
edge of the opening and a grill member, the grill member being parallel to the sliding 
direction at a center of the air passage, the sliding door including a door plate 
supporting the film member, the door plate having openings that allow a draft pressure 
to pass therethrough and act on the film member; and 

elastic pressing means disposed between the film member and the door 
plate that elastically presses the film member against the edge of the opening and the 
grill member; 

wherein a first spacing between the door plate and the grill member is 
equal to or greater than a second spacing between the edge of the opening and the 
door plate. 

2. (previously presented) An air passage switching device according to 
claim 1, wherein a maximum value of the first spacing is set to a range such that an 
amount of elastic compression of said elastic pressing means after assembly is at least 
0. 
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3. (previously presented) An air passage switching device according to 
claim 1, wherein the elastic pressing means comprises a plurality of slender elastic 
pressing means extending parallel with the sliding direction of the sliding door, said 
plurality of slender elastic pressing means disposed only in positions facing the edge of 
the air opening and the grill member. 

4. -8. (canceled) 

9. (currently amended) An air passage switching device according to claim 
1, wherein the film member comprises a film base layer and a low-friction material layer 
provided on a side of the film base layer to slide over the edge s e a l fac e s and th e e nd 
fac e s of th e gr i ll m e mb e rs of the opening . 

10. (previously presented) An air passage switching device according to 
claim 1, further comprising an air conditioner having air passages that open and close 
with the sliding door for supplying air to a passenger compartment of the vehicle. 

11. (currently amended) An air passage switching device according to claim 
1, wherein the air passage includes a second sa\4 opening having a second grill 
member i s at le ast two gr i l l m e mb e rs form e d i n sa i d a i r passag e, said second grill 
members being parallel to the w i th a sliding direction of the sliding door and disposed at 
said center of the air passage , sa i d s li d i ng door boino a p l ate shap e d door that slidos 
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from e ach of said two gr ill m e mb e rs to tho oth e r to s ele ct i v el y op e n on e of said gr ill 
mombors and c l os e another of sa i d gr ill m o mbors . 

12. (original) An air passage switching device according to claim 1 , wherein 
said door member supports said film member along a curved periphery, said opening 
having a curved periphery matching that of said film member. 

13. (canceled) 

14. (previously presented) The air passage switching device according to 
claim 1, wherein a case dividing plane is formed proximate to and along the grill 
member. 

15. (canceled) 

16. (previously presented) An air passage switching device for opening and 
closing at least one air passage, said air passage switching device comprising: 

a sliding door that slides in a sliding direction along one of a plurality of 
edges of an opening of the air passage, the one of said plurality of edges of the opening 
being parallel to the sliding direction of the sliding door, the sliding door further 
comprising a film member that presses against the one of said plurality of edges of the 
opening and a grill member, the grill member being disposed between two of said 
plurality of edges and parallel to the sliding direction, the sliding door including a door 
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plate supporting the film member, the door plate having openings that allow a draft 
pressure to pass therethrough and act on the film member; and 

elastic pressing means disposed between the film member and the door 
plate that elastically presses the film member against the one of said plurality of edges 
of the opening and the grill member; 

wherein a first spacing between the door plate and the grill member is 
equal to or greater than a second spacing between the one of said plurality of edges of 
the opening and the door plate. 
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